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[PREFAC 


"HE Diſcourſe which Inow Mer to the 

Publick was drawn up on a very fore 
rrwful Occaſion ; the Death of a: moſt dera. 
ble Child, who wwas formed in ſuch @ Correſpon- 
dence to my own Reliſh and Temper, as to be 
able to give me a Degree of Delight, and con- 
ſquently of Diftreſs, which I did not before 
think it poſſible I could haue rerei ved from a 
little Creature who had. 0. __ compleated 
ter fifth Tear. 

Since the Sermon was fete! it bas pleaſed 
Gop to make the like Breaches on the Families 
BY /everal of my Friends; and with Regard to 
be of them, the Aftiftion bath been attended 
vith Circumſtances of yet ſorer Aggr avation. 
$727 ſeveral of them are removed to dc 

able Diftence from me, and from each ather, 
have born their. Aſi clio upon my Heart 
with cordial Sympathy ; and it is with. a'par- 
ticular Defire-of ſerving them, that I haue un- 
dertaken the ſad Taſte of reviewing and tran- 
Br ibing theſe Papers, which may almoſt be 
alled the Minutes of my own: Sighs and Ti ears, 
ver the poor Remains of my eldeft and (of this 
ind) deareft Hope, _ . N were not as yet 
Priced out of my Sight. 

A 2 di _ hey | 


\ 
= Ti iv $0 
fare . — think 2 are too 0 full 2 it; 
But let them conſider the Subject and the. Gr. 
cunitances, and ſurely they will patdan it. | 
could not, { think, have treated ſuch a. Subjes 
coldly, had 1 writ upon it many Yeats agy, 
when I was untaught i in the School of. Afiittion, 
and knew nothing ſuch a Calamity as. thi 
but. by — or Report: How much he 
— I do it when Gop had touched ne in ji 
tender a Part, and, to allude to a celebrated an 
rent Story, called meout to appear on a public 
Stage as with an Urn in my Hand, which can 
5 the Aſhes of my own Child NN 
In fuch a ſad Situation Parents at lag 
avill forgive. the Tears of a Parent, and 25 
Meltings of Soul which overflow in the folln 
ing Pages. I have not attempted to run tin 
the Common-place off immoderate , Grief, luſſe/ 
have only ſelected a few obvious Thoughts which 
IZ found peculiarly ſuitable to myſelf ; and I bloc 
| Gon, I can truly ſay they gave me a ſolid anſpup 
fubſantial Relief. under a Shock of SorrouSh : 
which would otherwiſe have broken. my Spirit, 
On my own Experience therefore would It: * 
comment them to others in the like Conditzonifu, 
And let me intreat my Friends and Fellow-Suffe f 
Ferers to remember, that it is not a low Degraſfid 
of Submiſſion to the divine W ill which is call 
for in the enſuing gray Tt is compara 


lively an eaſy Thing to behave with externa to 

88 FH "OY ym bold Cenſures an D 
outragio 

1 71 


— * " * 2 
. Ws; 2 SA. N N * 
rt Fa 2 U 


ſutragious Complaints, or to peak im the out: 
wird Language of Reſignation. But it is m 
% eaſy to get rid of tvery repining Thought, an 

to forbear taking it in ſome Degree at leaſt un- 


/ 


i whoſe Fr iendſbip We have long truſte 7 955 


Ichild; and if a Child, that Child; and if that 
Icbild, at that Age; and if at that Age, with 
this -or that particular ' Circumſtance, which 
ems the very Contrivance of Providence to add 
buble Anguiſh to the Wound; and all this 
uben he could jo eafily have recalled it, when 
W hath done it for ſo many others, when ae ſa 


mportunity, and yet as we imagine with ſomuch 
ibmiſſion too that notwithſtanding all this 
e ſhould tear it away with an inexorable Hand, 


nd leave us it may be for a while under the 


oad, without any extraordinary Comforts and 
lupports, to balance ſo grievous a' Tryal === 


orify Gor in all, ----chearfully to ſubſcribe 
% s Will-----cordially to approve it as mer- 
oniful and gracious----f0 as to be able to ſay as 
be pious and excellent Archbiſhop of Cambray 
d, when his Royal Pupil and the Hopes of a 
Nation were taken away, f If there needed 
no more than to move a Straw to bring him 
nog to Life again, I would not do it, fince the 
a Divine Pleaſure is otherwiſe” -—- 
10 3 15 
+ The Duke of Burgundy. Cambray's Lift, p. 329. 


n theſe Circumſtances not only to juſtify, but to 


Bis, this 


tindly, that the Gor whom we love and ſerve, 


rjoiced, ſhould acs what to Senſe feems ſo 
unfriendly a Part: That be ſhould take away a 


the Number of the beſi which our Languag 


| 15 diff cult L. a en 27 ui 
ian [ooo a "Love, es, T 7 fear many” of of 
7275 to hearn.” v4 
| ut let us follow after it, and watch again | 
the firſt Rifing of a contrary Temper, as. mi 
Thjurious to. Gon and to ourſelves. Towel 
e us againf it let us review the Conſiders 
2 ons now to be propoſed,” as what we are to dj 
reſt into our Hearts, and work into our Thought 
vnd our Paſſions. And I would hope thats 
we do in good earneſt make the Attempt,” i 
fail f { this Diſcourſe a cooling and faeeten' 
edicine, - which may allay that imm 
Font and Sharpneſs, with which, in a Cf 
like ours, the Heart is often inflamed 4 
corroded. I commend it, ſuch as it is, to'f 
Bleſſing of the great Phyfici an, and could wi 
the Reader to make up the many Defictenci 
by Mr. Flavel's Token for Mourners, an 
Dr. Groſvenor's Mourner ; fo which, rf 1 0 
his Reliſh, he may pleaſe to add Sir Wi 
Temple's Eflay on the Exceſs of Grit 
Three Tratts which, in their very differt 
Strains and Stiles, T cannot but look upon as 1 


or. perhaps any other, has 3 N # 
Subjeft. 

As for this little Piece of. mine, I queſt 
not, but, like the Generality of u Sermons, 
will ſoon be worn out yay orgot.. But in ig 5, 
mean time I would humbly hope, that ſome lep 
od Parent, "whom Providence has oe Wi Par, 


en 


' in ſad Sim ilitude of Gais, 
L clarian fm it, 2 Hat ing ng fo K 
Fa beloved i, or mourning rl 8 
$/:d ] particularly bope ir arb Regard to =; 
thoſe dear and valuabl Na 5 To. 
92 v5 on the Hike Occaſion have. lately dern | 
n. T defire that, tho" they: N 


. 'y 
% named, th TY, leaſe ro configer this 
1 as. "moſt. ion | and ee, 
Jadicated to - them, and would in Return give 
w a Share in their Prayers, that all the Vi 
ſctudes of Life . 2 concur to quicken me in 
e Duties ꝙf it, and to ripen me for that g- 
bd World, where J hope many f thoſe dear Da- 


abt, which are now withering around us, 
/' ſpring 2p in fairer and more — 


arms. Amen. | 


N 
Jan. 31. 1736-7. 


P. OGS T8 UAA 
I could 40 ſhew with how much Propirie ety 1 
ve called the dear Deceaſed an amiable and 
* Child, by 4 great many little Stories which 
Farents- would perhaps Hep with Pleaſure, and Chil- 


en might bear with fome Improvement : Zet as I 
J 3 cannot 1% 


5 line ullius Veneficz Carmine, 81 Vis e, 


* 


ö 7 J. 
Uwe be fare that #0 others may bathe ts ret wed 
"Diſcourſe, I dare not truſt my Pen and 2 

o delicate a Subject. One Circunitaicn 
ever venture to mention (as I ſee here ix u Blank fn p 
A) which may indeed be conſider'd as a Specimen 
\many others. As ſhe was a great Darling ry 
of our Friends that knew ber, ſhe ofi 71 received 1 
tations to different Places at the ſame Time 3 q 
when I once aſked ber, on ſuch an Occaſion; wh 
made every Body love ber ſo well; ſhe ani 
with that Simplicity and Spirit which Ft ! charm 
me too much) Indeed, Pappa, I cannot think, un 
it be becauſe I love every Body. A Sentiment obvin 
to the Underſtanding of a Child, Jet not i 
. e of the wiſe oft Man.* | 


* Tibi . and ſine Medicamento, fine? He 
85 


c 


< „ + 


nd it it came to WEE 2 * VOY: * 70 W 20d ſaw 
ber afar oft that he faid to Gebazi bis os 
vant, Behold: yonder is that Shunamite. Run 
now, I pray thee, to meet ber; and ſay unto 
ber, Ii it well with thee? Ts it well with 
thine Huſband ? Vit well with the Child * 
And . anfivered, IT 18 e A _ 1 


FH E N the Apoſtle world encourage 

our Hope and Truſt in the Tender- 

neſs of "Chriſt as the great High. | 

Prieſt, and convince us that he is 

able of being touched with a ſympathetick, 
ne of our Infirmities, he argues at large from 

is Conſideration, chat Jeſus was in all Points 
ed like us; fo that as he bimſelf has fuffer'd, x 

ng tempted, he knows how more compaſſionately 

| ſuccour thoſe that are under the like Trials.“ 
ow this muſt. ſurely intimate that it is not in 
man Natpre, even in its moſt perfect State, ſo 
iderly to commiſerate any Serrbws as thoſe. 

ich our own Hearts have felt: as we cannot 

Im a perfect Idea of any bitter Draught, by che 

Post exact 19 70 tion, alt we have ourſelves 

ed it. bly for this Reaſon, 2 
ers, hat God Rouen exerciſes ſuch as have 

Honour to be inferior lap N in the Flog, 
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2 if | 
of Chriſt, with a MES of N Ake, 
that we may be able to comfort thoſe who are in "the 
like Trouble, with" thoſe Confolations" with bid Wh 
have ourſelves been comforted of God. Rude 
have the Temper which becomes our Office, it 
will greatly reconcile us to our Trials, to conſider, 
that from our weeping Eyes, and dur bleeding 
Hearts, a Balm may be extracted to heal the 
Sorrows of others, and a Cordial to revive their 
fainting Spirits. May we never be left to fink 
under our Burden, in ſuch a manner, that there 
' ſhould be room, after all that we have boalted of 
the Strength of religious Supports, to apply to us 
the Words of Eliphaz to Job, Thou haſt ftrengther! 
the weak Hands, and upheld him that was really t 
fall; but now it is come upon thee, and thou f 
it toucheth thee, and thou art troubled! May we 
never behave as if tbe Conſolations of God were ſmall, 
left it ſhould be as when a Standard-Bearer faint 
eth, and whole Companies of Soldiers are throw 
into Confuſion and Diſtreſs! ! Ll 

Mx Friends, you are Witneſſes for me that 
how not ſtood by as an unconcerned Spectato 
amidſt the Deſolations of your reſpective Families 
when God's awful Hand hath been lopping ol 
thoſe tender Branches from them, which were one 
our common Hope and Delight. I have ofte 
put my Soul in the ſtead of yours, and endeavou Nl 
to give ſuch a Turn to my publick as well as mf : 
private Diſcourſes, as might be a means of com 
poſing and chearing your Minds, and forming vob 
to a ſubmiſſive Temper, that you might be 125 * 
to the Father of Spirits and live.* In this View | 
have, at different Times, largely inſiſted on t 
* of Ae who held his peace * by 
oval * | 
22 Cor. i. 4. 2 2 Job't. gs: + Job xy. 


8 
— * 1 


. 


* 


two ih 90 were ſtruck dead in a Moment by 
Fire from the Lord, which deſtroyed them inthe 

yery Act of their Sin; and I have alſo repreſented 
. of Job, who, when tlie Death of ten Children 

one Blow was added to the Spoil of his great 
Pſion, could ſay, The Lord gave, and the Lord 
1uketh away, and bleſſed be the. Nats of the Lord.. 
The Inſtance which is here before us, is not in- 
ted ſo memorable as theſe, but to preſent Cir- 
cumſtances it is, in many Reipects, more ſuitable 3 
nd it may the rather deſerve our Notice, as it 
hews us the Wiſdom, Compoſure, and Piety of 
me of the weaker and tenderer Sex, on an Occa- 
fon of ſuch aggravated Diſtreſs, that had' Aaron or 
ch behaved juſt as ſhe did, we muſt have ac- 
knowledged- that they had not funk beneath the 
Dignity of their Character, nor appear d unworthy 5 
of our Applauſe and our Imitation. 

IvDpEED there may be fome Reaſon to imagine 
hat it was with Deſign to humble thoſe who are 
In diſtingui iſh'd Stations of Life, and who have 
xculiar Advantages and Obligations to excel in 
Religion, that God has ſhewn us. in Scripture, as 
rell as in common Life, ſome bright Examples of 
lie Piety, where they could hardly have been ex- 
olected in ſo great a a Degree; and hath, as it were, 
anole! fe:7ed Praiſe out of the Mouths of Babes aud Sucks 
fie". Thus when Zacharias, .an aged Prieſt, 
ur @oubted the Veracity of the Angel which. appeared 
iv aſſure him of the Birth of his Child, which was 
one be produced im an ordinary Way, Mary, an 
yo bſcure young: Virgin, could lieve à far more 
het nexampled Event, and faid, with humble Faith 
ew nd thankful Cunſent, Behold the Hand- maid of the 
Lrd, be it ' unto me 9 to ay} W ard. Jonab 8 

<3. 4 BY Fi the 
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the Prophet, tho? * with ſucks 3 
Revelations, and miraculous Deliverances even 
from the very Belly of Hell, was thrown inta ; 
moſt indecent 1 of Paſſion, on the wither 
of a Gourd ; ſo that he preſumed. to tell thy 
Ai nighty to his Face, that he "dd well 40 he 485 
even unto Death ;* whereas this pious Woman pre 
ſerves the Calmneſs and Serenity of her; Tempe 
' when ſhe had loſt a Child, a Son, an only Child 
who had been given beyond all natural Hos anc 
therefore to be ſure was ſo much the dearer, anc 
the Expectation from him ſo much the higher 
Yet are theſe Expectations daſh'd. almoſt in 
Moment, and this when he was grown, up tou 
Age when Children are peculiarly entertaining 
for he was old enough to be with ha Father in ti 
Field, where no doubt he was diverting him witl 
his fond Prattle; yet he was not too big to be lai 
on bis Mothers Knees* when he came home cor 
plaining of his Head; ſo that he was probabl 
about five or fix Years old. This amiable Chil 
was well in the Morning, and dead by Noon; 
pale Corpſe in his Mother's Arms, — he no 
lay dead in the Houſe; and yet ſhe had the 100 
and the Goodneſs to ſay, . It is well. iT; 
Turs good Woman had found the Propt War 
Eliſba grateful for all the Favours he had receiyedua 
at her Houſe, where ſhe had from time to ti 
accommodated him in his Journies, and though 
it an Honour rather than an Incumbrance. Sire 
had experienced the Power of his Prayers, in 
ſwer to which the Child had been given; and u 
extremely probable that ſhe alſo. *collefted, 
Miracle which Elijab had wrought, a few Ye 
before, tho? till 58 Time the like had not beeto 
known in Iſrael, or on Earth; 1 — Fer 
Jon. ii. 24 + Jon. i iv. 9, „ Tags * 1 4 


rom the Dead! the Child of che Widow — 
/ whom he had been nouriſhed during a Fa. 
nine. She might therefore think it a poſſible 
A caſe that the Miracle might be renewed; at — 8 
hl he knew not how to comfort herſelf better, than 
by going to ſo good a Friend, and aſking his 
e counſels and his Prayers, to inable ker to bear her 

e aAffliction, if it muſt not be removed.? 
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d AccorpincLy ſhe haſted to him, tals off 5; 


the other fide, diſcovered the Temper. of a real 
ndYFriend, in the Meſſage with which he ſent Gebaz? 
erfltis. Servant to meet her, 2vhile ſhe was yet" afar off. 
be Moment ſhe appeared, the Concerns of her 
chole Family ſeem to have come into his kind 
g Heart at once, and he particularly aſks, E it well 
rich thee ? Is it well with thine Huſband? Is it welt 
fit h the Child? A beautiful Example of that affe- 
ai\Wtionate Care for the Perſons and Families of their 
Friends, which Chriſtian Miniſters (who; like the 
Prophets of old, are called 1 ) ſhould 
habitually bear about in their rts; which 
ſhould be awakened by every Sight of them, and 
xprefſed on every proper Occaſion. ; 
HER Anſwer was very remarkable. She fand, E 
; well, Perhaps ſhe meant this to divert the more N 
articular To of the Servant, as ſhe had before 
nade the ſame Anſwer to her Huſband; when he 
ad examined into the Reaſon of her intended 
Journey, as probably not knowing of the fad 4 
Prach which had been made. She ſaid, It is well ;®. 
hich was a civil way of intimating her Deſire 
it he would not aſk any more particular Que-. 
ons. But I cannot ſee any Reaſon to reſtrain” 
be Words. to this Meaning alone: We have 
veefiround to believe, from the Piety ſhe expreſſed in 
iſing r firſt Regau A and the Opportunities 
ror ; Which 
„ 3 Fi Kings 37 xvii. 1724. .» - Hun. in lo. 
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which ſue had of im roving in Regin brake 
frequent Converſe of that holy Man, that Shox 
nie uſed this Language, ſhe intended. thereby to 
expreſs. her Reſignation to the Divine Will in 
what had lately. paſs'd; and this might be the 
Meaning of her Heart, tho? one ignorant of the Pay 
ticulars of her Caſe might not fully underſtand it 
from ſuch ambiguous Words. 1: is well onthe 
„Whole. Though my Family be REES We 
& are afflicted in Faithfulneſs ; tho? my dear'B 
< be dead, yet my Heavenly Father is juſt; and 
e he is good in all. He knows how & bring 
< Glory to himſelf, and Advantage to us, from 
«< this Stroke. Whether this Application do, 9 
do not ſucceed, whether the Child be, er 50 
<. not reſtored, it is ſtill ell; ci with him, E 
< well with us; for we are in ſuch wiſe and ſuc 
« gracious Hands, that I would not allo en 
F murmuring Word, or one repining T hought. 
Fo that on the whole the Sentiment of this 800 
Sbunamite was much the ſame with that of Here 
Kab, when he anſwered to that dreadful Th 
ning which imported the Deſtruction of his C 
drei, Good is the Mord of the Lord which b hutl 
| ſpoken ;” or that of Fob when he heard that alli 
Sons and his Daughters were eruſhed under dh 
Ruins of their elder Brother's Houſe, and yet in i 
fore cited Words bleſſed the Nati of the Lord. 

Nov this is the Temper to which, by divin 
Aſſiſtance, we ſhould. all labour to bring our 0\ 
Hearts, when Gop puts this bitter Cup into dufe 
Hands, and takes away With @ Strote thoſe deiſpve. 
Little-ones, which were the Deſire of our Eyes, and 
the Joy of our Hearts. Let us not content ou Þ 
ſelves in ſuch: Cireamſtances with keeping the Dov 
oO our Lips,“ that we break not out into un, 


71h, xxxix, =: ee xxix. . . EY 


o * ?, : 


en es of Cen let us not attempt to Arden 
toMcurſclves againſt our Sorrows by a ſtern Infonfbi- 
inMicy, or that ſullen Reſolution - which ſometimes 

hoy, Ir is a Grief; and. I muſt hear it z but let W 
K- Ibour (for a great Labour it will indeed be) to com- 


poſe and quiet our Souls calmly to acquieſce in this 
ſainful Diſpenſation, nay, 1 to approve it 
p in preſent Circumſtances. every Way fit. 

Ir will be the main Buſineſs of this "Dicowls 


hew how much Cauſe Chriſtian Parents have to 
horrow the Language of the Text, when their In- 
kat Offspring, is taken away, and to ſay with the 
ous Shunamite in the nobleſt Senſe that her Words | 
ill bear — It is well. 

Axp here I would mere gere thew —Ie 
Welli in the general, becauſe Gop does it —it is 
rely well for the pious Parents in particular, be- 
wſe it is the Work of their Covenant Gop they 
may ſee many Reſpects in which it is evidently 
ell, by obſerving what uſeful Leſſons it has a Ten- 
kncy to teach them—and they have Reaſon to 
ope it is well with thoſe dear Creatures whom 
op hath removed in their early Days. 
Tn ESE are ſarely;convincing Reaſons to the 
nderſtanding: yet who can ſay that they ſhall be 
Reaſons to the Heart? Ariſe, Ob God, and plead 
line own Cauſt in the moſt effectual Manner! 
ay thy powerful and gracious Voice appeaſe the 
velling Billons of the Paſſions, and produce a 
teat I delightful Calm in our Souls, in 
hich we may yet enjoy thee and ourſelves, tho 


Fart of our T reaſure be for the ag ſwallowed 
1 ; 


Jer. x. 19. Pf. Ixxiv. 2. | 


p prove how reaſonable ſuch a Temper i is, or to 


4. Tuskz i is ſurely Reaſon in ſuch a {Gale 
fay it is well — becauſe Gor doth it. 
WW T Als paſsd for an unanſwerable Reason wit! 
David, I was dumb, I opened not my mouth, becui 
thou didſt it: and with good old Eli under 4 ſe 
verer Tryal than ours, 1t is the Lord, let him di 
ſeemeth good in bis Sigbt. And ſhall we objedt x 
gainſt the Force of it? Was it a Reaſon to Dau 
and to Eli, and is it not equally ſo to us; or have 
any new Right to reply againſt God, 1 which W 
eminent Saints had not? _ 
His Kingdom ruleth over all, and there is not 
much as a Sparrow that falls to the Ground with 
our Father, but the very Hairs of our Head area 
number de by him. Can we then imagine that on 
dear Children fall into their Graves without 1 
Notice or Interpoſition? Did that watchful 
that keepeth1/rael, now, for the firſt time, umberah 
fleep,” and an Enemy lay hold on that fatal Me 
ment to bear away theſe precious Spoils, and bu 
ry our Joys and our Hopes in the Duſt? Di 
ſome malignant Hand ſtop up the Avenues e 
Life, and break its Springs, ſo as to baffſe 4 
the Tenderneſs of the Parent, and all the SR 
of the Phyſician? Whence did ſuch a Thoug 
come, and whither would it lead? Diſeaſes an 
Accidents are but ſecond Cauſes, which owe'a 
their Operations to. the continued Energy of 
great original Cauſe. Therefore Gop ſays, I wi 
bereave them of Children; s I take away the Dein 
of thine Eyes with a Stroke.“ He change the 
' Cquntenance, and ſendeth them away." Thou' Io 
zurneſt Man to Deſtruftion, and ſaysſt, Rois 
ge Children of Men. And what mall“ we = 


FLY 


2 Plal. xxxix. 9: 1 Sam. fl. 18. Rom. ix. . 
: Pſal. ciii. 19. Matt. x, 29, 30. 7 Pfal, g 
* xv. 7. | Hk. xxiv. 25. Jed xiv. 3 
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Are nota Abitos of kis By yidencewiſoe 
ind good?; Can we teach himKnozoledge?* Cane © 2 
tax him with Tfijuſtice ? {Shall the Moſt High Gon N 
karn of us how to govern the World, and be in- 
ſtructed by our Wiſdem hen to remove his Crea- -- | 
wres from one State of Being to another? Or do 
ve imagine that his Adminiſteation, in the gene- 
nl Right and Good, varies When he comes to 
puch our. Bone and our Hes?“ Is that the ſecret - = 
Language of our Soul, . That i it is well 4 
« ſhoul® drink: of the Cup, but not we; that —_ ::: 
Families but ours ſhould} be broken, and any _ 
Hearts but ours ſhould ber wounded?” Who 5 
night not claim the like Exemption? and hat 
juld bechnte of the ;dlvine Government ig gene- . 


i; or where would be his obedient Homage 
m his Creatures, if eat chauld begin ta com-. 
en as Bom as it comes to his n Turn to fuk If 


r' Mach fitter is it for us to conclude, that our 

wn Afflictions may be as reaſonable as? thoſe 

SI others; that amidſt all: the Claud: and Dart 

of his preſent Diſpenſation, Rightcouneſt and — 
fudement are the Halutation of bis Throne $* and; m „ 
vord, that at it tu becauſe Ge p hath done it. 
ſuits: the general Scheme of the divine Provi- 
ence, and to an obedient ſubmiſſive Creature * 
fight! be enough but it is far frem being all. 


2. Provs Parents, under ſuch 4 Diſ penſatſon, 
may conclude it is well te or them'in 2 8 
zecauſe, he who' hath done it is theilt Cor 


Is 1 W. great Profile, 65 to which: all the 
lints under the Old and New T. ſtartient* are 
ſay eis, 7 will 35 to then # God? a they fb & 
"Arſſeople 3® * ate mieden in iy the happy | . 
X. 20 Conſe- 5 bo ; = 
1 xxi. 2. ot 2285 EM | | A 
C 8 


1 * 
n 
ee. 


Thought peculiarly applicable to the Caſe-imme 


* poſed of by him, as his infinite Wiſd6m'an 


jence is, that bd. his, all: 'our-C 
cerns/are his alſo; allt are humbly reſipriec to Him 
Hand graciouſly admitiſter d by by 15 and! in- 
rably better Bleſſings beſtowed and. ſecured, 

chan any: which ur wand ame Providence can 
Ir we have. any Share in his everlaſting 3 
nant, all that we are or have, muſt, of courſe; 


have been ſolemnly ſurrender d to Gov: Andi *tis; 


diately in view. Did I not, may the Chriſfian 
in ſuch a ſad Circumſtance, generally lay, did 
«© not, in a very ſolemn Manner, bring this m 
„ Child to God: in Baptiſm, and in that Ord: 
<<. nance recognize his ight to it? Did I not 
© with all . Sabjertion 10: the Father of N 
<« yits,” and Father Mercies, lay it down at hi 
Feet, perhaps with an expreſs, at leaſt 10 b 
& ſure with a tacit Conſent, that it ſhould be di 


<< Goodneſs ſhould direct, whether for Life or ft 


Death? And am I now to complain of hin 5 
*< becauſe he has removed not only a Creatute YY 
* his own, but one of the Children of his Famil m 
* Or ſhall I pretend, after all, to ſet up a Clan” 
„ in Oppoſition to his? A Heathen Parent, e r 
from the Light of Nature, might have len 3 
ſilent Submiſſion: How much more then .. 
« Chriſtian Parent, who hath preſented his Chilf . 
<< to Gop in this initiatory Ordinance; and pe. 

<« haps alſo many a time, both before and ſind . 
<< hath preſented himſelf at the Table of the L Lon 


fHFave I not there taken that Cup of Bleis 
< with a declared Reſolution. of ac epting £ eye 
* other Fi how bitter 8 it mi git, be, 25 
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4 : „ 
64 my e Father ſhould ſee fit to put into +> ol 
, « Hand g r have perhaps felt ſome pai 7 1 
10 Þ men 88 of 138 $1 am now a 1 Ho 


M7 0 


7 n to 125 it N anew at ny Father's 
Feet, and ſay, Lord thou gave} it to me, px 
* reſign it 10 e 3 continue or remove it as. thou 
th leaſh; And did I then mean to trifle with 
«© Gop? Pid I mean in Effect to ſay, . Lord, Twill 
give it up if thou. wilt not take ii 
Rrrrrer farther, L beſeech vou, on. your 
ſecret 1 6 and think, as ſurely ſome of 
you may, 7: 972 often have 'T there been On my 3 
* i Knees. by we oP: on 5 275 335 "i 7 
an Was en m age! Did 1 lay, = 
- 47 1 abſolutely i "a on. n Lcan- 

not, on any, Terms or any Confiderations-what- 
Y" is ſoeyer, bear to think of loſing it?“ Sure we 1 
of vere, none off us fo indecently tranſported with the | 
10 fondeſt” Paſſion, as to be ſo 40h with our Me 7 
ss 70 utter ſuch Thu: 5 before the Great Gop. . 
preſumption ha f 5 8 a much heavier Puniſh- = 
1 mane: 8. 8 we are now bearing, and, if not re- | 
11 may perhaps ſtill have it. Did not one of "i 
„or . of us rather ſay, Lord, I would hun- 
Y bly intreat, with all due Submillion to thy ſupe- 
| Þ rior Wiſdom. and ſovereign. Pleaſure, that my 
Child may live; but if it muſt be otherwiſe, 
. not my FL, but thine be done? I and mine are 
in thine Hand, do with me, and with them, 4s 
« ſeemetb good in thy Sight.” And do we now 
blame . ourſelves. for he? Would we. unfay it 
J again, and, if poſſible, take ourſelves and our 
Children out of his Hands, whom we e have ſo of- 

- C 2 \ 3 5 ten 


John xviii. 11. Kea. v. 2. t. xvi, 39. 
2 Sam. XV. 36, 4 3 3 
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BE Ti 12 1 = es ; 20 
EY oyned. as all- wilz and all- graciob 95 d ORE | 
choſen as our great Guardian and theirs 08 Ts { 
LET it farther be conſider'd it is done by that 
Gop, Who has accepted .of ibis Surrender, Io as to 
- undertake the Adminiſtration of our 'Aﬀatrs: He 
: . is become my Covenant Go » in Chriſt, Fay 
the Chriſtian” ſay; e and in conſequenoe of tha 
Covenant he hath engaged to manage the Con. 
ee cerns and Intereſts. of his People ſo) that al 
<< things ſhall 200rk to together for good t. ben that 
e love him: And do L not love him? Anſwer, 
Oh my Heart, doſt thou not love thy Gop 
"wy much be than all the Bleflings which Earth 
0 r fore {ee 3 which the Grave Rath ſwallowel 
"460, dft thou reſign thine Intereſt in him 
"M7 85 e Sent precious Spoils, to receive! this 
"ce dear Child from the Duſt, a thouſand times 
fairer; and ſweeter than before ? f Rather, ſet 
Death devour every remaining Comfort, and 
e leave me alone with him; with wWhom, when! 
ce indeed am, I miſs not the Creatures, but rather 
< rejoice in their Abſence, as I am then mofe in 
* tire with him whom my Soul lovetb. And if I do 
. indeed love him, this Promiſe is mme, and al 
« Things, and therefore this ſad Event in parti- 
e cular, Gall work together for my good, Shall ! 
s not then ſay, It 15 well? What if it exceeded 
* all the Stretch of my Thoughts to conceive hou 
e jt could, in any Inſtance, be ſo? What are m) 
e narrow Conceptions, that they: ſhoald'pretend 
« to. circumſcrjbe infinite Wiſdom; Faithfulnels 
„ and Mercy? Let me rather, with Abraban, 
ve 5 70 S and in Hope ene” gi 
FT, Hope. F II, 
Oe more; let us ak hoer: h zal 
able Bl ings are 1 us by this nn anc 
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. + Rom: viii. . 5 — iv. * os e 


Mo 


«Tam in Covenine ith God; may the Believer 
« ſay, then he bath pardoned my Sins, and re- 


© evexlaſtin wh, 

i He is lea ing g me through the Wilderneſs, and 
« will; ere long, lead ame out of it to che hravenly 
« Canadn. And how, für am I already arrived im 


of Unkindneſs? He that ſpared not bisvwn Son, 


Kingdom, hy doch he deny, 
remove any other Favour? W he thittk the 
Life of this Chill te great 4 GO ro 
when he thought not Chriſt and Gery too pre- 
cious ? Away With tliar Though Oh 

believing Heart, and with every Thought 
which would derogate from ſuch rich amazing 
Grace, or would bring any thing in compariſon 
with it. Art thou under theſe Obligations to 


this or any other Matter with thy Go p:“ 
Nould'any of you, m y Brethren, venture to ſay, 
What tho” I be a Child of Gp, and an Heir 
of Glory, it matters not, for my Gourd is wi. 
thered; that pleaſant Plant which was opening 
ſo fair and ſo delightful, under the Shadow 6-2 


ere I will not look e to behold the 
f Face 
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to acqquielde in fu Lan Event of Providence cif 


«.newed my Heart, and hath made his bleſſed 
« Spirit dwelling in me, the ſacred Bond of an 
Union between him and my —_ ; 


my Journey thither, now that I am come to the 
Age of loſing a Child! And when Gop hath 
©. done all this for me, is he raſhly to be ſuſpected 


* he that gave me with him KO and his 
why'd oth he 


himg and wilt thou vet complain'? With what 
(Grace, with What We canſt thou diſpute 


which I expected long to have ſate, and even 
' the Rock of Ages cannot ſhelter me ſo well? I 
can behold that beloved Face no more, and 
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Kachel, we are mourning. for our. Children, a 
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2 . haye: farther Reaſon to ſay, It is 1 
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PS | . * td - = 8 t to. 
# and.to Heaven?” Wold this. m riends, b 
the Language of a real Chriſtian? N 4 Wet 


"nat many carpal Sinners who. would cremble 
ſuch Expreſſions? Vet is it not in effect the 


to improve the divine Life in our Souls, weiga 


very affecting Manner, to teach us the Vanity 


Paſſions, When, J. 


guage, of Ohr- mul 


not be comforted, becauſe they are 2 ?.7 Is it not 
er: While; we cannot, like che pious! Shun 
Mito in itho/Text, RG our = ARS Hearts, to 


fi? 1 


etc - they ey obſerve ahrapparent Tendeney 
H ſuch a Diſpenſation to teach them a Vatie 
2 of the moſt Feb re and uſeful Leſſons, + 

a ety, convincing and effectual Manger 
21 1 . — Aae ba 

eproof give M iſdom, and tis peculiarly ap 
able. tg ſuch a Chaſtiſement of our heaven 
ther. It ſhould therefore be our great Care to 
the Rod and him that bath appoited it * and d 
as it hath a Tendeney to teach us our Dua 


i 


1 
L 
1 


the higheſt Reaſon to ſay: that it is indeed ui 

Evx RV Affliction hath in its ree this ki 
of Tendency, and tis the very Reaſon for f 
ve are thus chaſtened, that we may profit ye ä 
Sorrows, and be made Partakers 97 God $, Holine | 
But this Diſpenſation is peculiarly adapted, 


the World, to warn us of the Approach of c 
own Death, to quicken us in the Duties incu 
bent gon us, Pris to our 1 Child 

; "190 


r Heb. xii, 10. $0 2 pre 


* 5 th * a * . 1 7. Pu 19; 
PIP?" > TL a Id Ea IT FIT UB 4 * Th Vc: e 9 
1 * TY by $- { "3, Rei 4 2 "+ 3535 * * 2 25 8 * 1 * 82 * — r IP es... n " 
” * A E Z 
+. 3 6 BEES 8 34 * n : X e ene LN IS . 
1 0 =£ 2 af SIC RES 9 
7 "# , N „ e 
” J i FF 7 


| wy. 


and to i A, more intire At. 6 
de divine Will, which is indeed . 5 
ation of Quiet, and Source of Happineſs. 

I HALL inſiſt a little more particularly on each 
of theſe, and J defire-that' it may be remembered; 
that the Sight and Knowledge of ſuch mournſul 
providences as are now before us, ſhould, in ſome . i 
Degree, be improved to theſe Purpoſes * by: — 
hoſe Parents whoſe Families are moſt pro ſperous ' 
ind joyful : May they learn Wiſdom and Piety - 
om what we: ſuffer, and their Improyementa 
hall be . as an en en fot | 
is to ſay, Iris well, - 517 948 : 


\ 


. Wren Gon * n our | Children 555 
us, it is a very 8 Leſſon of the Wann 
of the World. | 
Tatnxi is hardly a- Child born Into i it, on Fae 

he Parents do not Cook with ſome pleaſing Ex+ 
ſectation that it ſhall comfor! them concerning theix 
Labour. This makes the Toil of Education eaſy 
nd delightful : And truly tis very early that we 
egin to find a Sweetneſs in it, wich abundantly 


pays all the Fatigue. Five, or four, or three, 
1 Vears, make Diſcoveries which afford im 
; Wicdiate Pleaſure, and which ſuggeſt future Hopes. 8 
heir Words, their Actions, their very Looks 1 


buch us, if they be amiable and promiſing Chil- 4 
ren, in a tender but very powerful Manner; their 7 
ttle Arms twine about our Hearts; and there is 
Imething more - penetrating. in their firſt broken 
lecents of Indearment, than in all the Pomp and 
Irnament of Words. Every Infant-Year increaſes 
Fic Pleaſure, and nouriſhes 2 — Hope. And where 
the Parent ſo wiſe and fo cautious, and ſo con 
men n on his . to > Heaven, as not to 

5 = meafure | 
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* We 


«© Father of Lights. Oh Lord, What wait If 


| meaſure taht a few Spee Farth ks on ſt 
A plauſible and decent Occaſion, as that of is 
troducing the young Stranger into the Amuſement 
nay perhaps, where Circumſtances will admit it, 
into the Elegancies of Life, as well as its more 
ſerious and important Buſineſs ? What fona Calcy 
lations do we form of what it will be, from what | 
is! How do we in Thought open every Bloſſo 


of 'Sprightlineſs, or Humanity, or Piety, to it 


fall Spread, and ripen it to a ſudden Maturity 
But, oh, who ſhall teach thoſe that have never ſel 
it, how it tears the very Soul, when Gop roots ur 
the tender Plant with an incxorable* Hand, and 
withers the Bud in which the Colours were Wk 
ing to glow ! Where is now our Delight? When 
is our Hope? Is it in the Coffin? Is it in 
Grave? Alas! all the Lovelineſs of Perſon, « 0 
Genius, and of Temper, ſerves but to point an 
to poiſon the Arrow which is drawn out of ou 
_ Quiver to wound us. Vain, deluſive, tranſl 
ry Joys! And ſuch, Oh my Soul,” will th 
Chriltias fay, ſuch are thine earthly Comfort 
*in every Child, in every Relative, in eve 
* SfPoſſeſſion of Life; ſuch are the Objects of th 
10 Hopes, and thy Fears, thy — and th 


% Labours, where Earth alone is concerned; L 


© me then, once for all, direct mine Eyes to: anc 
* ther and a better State. From theſe Broten C 
cc ferns, the Fragments of which may hurt 


indeed, but can no longer refreſn me, let 


* look to the Fountain of living Waters.* Fro 


| © theſe ſetting Stars, or rather theſe br b 


<< vaniſhing Meteors, which make my L 
< ſo much the more ſenſible, let me turn ts 


3 laben 
Jer. ü. 12. Pfl. xxxXir. 27 


my Hope 55 thee," my fire Abode, my eve 


4 17 
0 laſting Confidence! My Gourds RE. Dr 
« Children die, but the Laird liveth, -and bleſſed be © 
« my Rock, and let the God of my Salvation be ex- 
« alted.* 1 ſee, in one Inſtance more, the ſad Ef- 
« fects of having over - loved the Creature; let me 
* endeavour for the future, by the divine Aſſi- 
« ſtance, to fix my Affections there where. they 
cannot exceed, but where all the Ardor of 0 
will be. as much my Security and my Happi- 
| neſs, as it is now my Snare and my Diſtreſs.” ri 


2. THE 8 of o our Children by fuck aw- 
ful Strokes may warn us of the Appel * 
our own Death. 

Herzpy Gop doth very {-n6bly ſhew us, and 

oſe around us, that all Fleſþ is Grafe and all the _ 

a” and Lovelineſs it like the Flower of the 

1d.5 And when our own Habitations are made 

e Houſes of Mourning, and ourſelves the Leaders 
that Tad Proceſſion, it may ſurely be expected 
ut we ſhould lay it to Heart, ſo as to be quick- 

d and rere by the View. Have my 

Children died in the Morning of their Days, and 

can I promiſe myſelf that I ſhall ſee the Evening 

of mine? Now perhaps may I ſay in a more 
literal Senſe than ever, The Graves are ready for 
me.” One of my Family, and ſome of us may 
add, the Firſt-born of it, is gone as it were 
to take Poſſeſſion of the Sepulchre i in all our 

Names; and ere long I ſhall lie down with my 

Child in the ſame Bed, and perhaps many of 

the Feet that followed it ſhall attend me thither. 

Our Duſt ſhall ere long be blended together, 

and who can tell but this Providence might chief- 


ly be intended as a Warning: Blow to me, that 
D 20 theſe | 
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long apply himſelf to it; but I am afraid great Ad- 


E 
<< theſe concluding Days of my Life, inks be 
<c* more regular, more ſpiritual, more 5 IOW than 
hem?! ? en een 
Tur Provides -before us may 7% Arche 
Ve pere to quicken us in the Duties of Life, 
and eſpecially in the Education of ſurviving 
Children. 1 
r' is, on the Principles 1 Waal above, an, En. 
gagement that whatever our Hand findeth 75 db, + we 
ſhould do it with all our Might, ſince it ſo plainly 
ſhews us that we are going to the Grave, where there 
7s 0 Device, nor Knowledge, nor Working:* But 
permit. me eſpecially to obſerve, how peculiarly: the 
Sentiments we feel on theſe ſad Occafions may be 
improved for the Advantage of our dear Offipring 
who yet remain, and quicken us to a Proper: 8 
in their religious Education. 
We all ſee that it is a very reaſonable Duty, 
and every Chriſtian Parent reſolves that he will exe 


vantages are loſt by a Delay, which we think we 
can eaſily excuſe. Our Hands are full of a Variety 
of Affairs, and our Children are yet very young: 

We are therefore ready to imagine *ris a good Hul- 
bandry of Time to defer our Attempts for their 
Inſtruction to a more convenient Seaſon,” when they 
may be able to learn more in an Hour, than the 
Labour of Days could now teach them; beſides that 
we are apprehenſive of Danger in over-loading their 


render Spirits, Eſpecially when they are perhaps 
| under Indiſpoſition; and need to be diverted: ret 


than gravely adviſed and inſtructed. 
Bur I beſeech you, my Friends, let us view the 


Matter with that Impartiality which the Eloquence 


of Death hath a N to Produce. TRA 
Fs ory 
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6 lovely Creature that Gop hath now. EET AY 
« tho” its Days were few, tho“ its F aculties were 
« weak, yet might it not have known a great 
« deal more of Religion 1 than it did, and . felt a 
great deal more of it too, had 1 faithfully and 
« prodegtiy done my Part? How did it learn 
- Language: ſo ſoon, and in ſuch a Compaſs and 
« Readinels 2, Not by multiplied Rules, nor la- 


„ bour'd Inſtruction, but by Converſation: And 


* might it not have learnꝰd much more of divine 
„Things by Converſation too, if they had Been 
« allowed a due Share in our Thoughts and our 
DPiſcourſes;, according to the Charge given to 
« ri Iſraelites, to talk of them Loing out and coming 
in, tying down and riſing up. How ſoon did it 
learn Trille, and retain them, and after its little 
% way obſerve Me reaſon upon them, perhaps with 
* 4 Vivacity that, ſometimes ſurprized me; and 


4 what Progreſs it might have made in divine 
2 Knowledge? Who can tell but as a Reward to 
« theſe pious Cares Gop might have puta Word 
„into its dying Lips, which I might all my Life 
have recollected with Pleaſure, and out of its 
« feeble Mouth might have perfetted Praiſo 

Mx Friends, let us humble ourſelves deeply be- 
fre Gon under a Senſe of our paſt Neglects, and 
et us learn our future Duty. We may perhaps be 
ready fondly to fay,** Oh that it were poſſible my 
a Chitd Ag be 1 to me again, tho? it were 
but for a few Weeks or Days! how diligently 
« would I attempt to ſupply. my former Deficien- 
« cies!” Unprofitable Wiſh! . Vet may the 


e Irhought be improved for the good of ſurviving 


Children, How ſhall we expreſs our Affection W 
mem! ? Not ſurely by Sins all the Demands 

3 D 2 "I 
0 Deut. vi. 7. CWO Mat. xxi. 16. 


* had 1 been as diligent as I ought, who can tell 
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of Ap 


petites 5 Fancy, in many early Inſtance 
ſo hazardous and ſo 817 not by à Solicitude 
to treaſure up Wealth for them, whoſe only Por 
tion may perhaps be a little Coffin and Shrowd 
No: our trueſt Kindneſs to them will be to 
deavour, by divine Grace, to form them to: 
early Inquiry after Gop and Chriſt and Heaven 
and a Love for real Goodneſs in all the Formso 
it which may come within their Obſervation an 
Notice. Let us apply ourſelves immediately t 
this Taſk, as thoſe that remember there is 4 coubl 
Uncertainty, in their Lives and in ours. In 
Word, let us be that with regard to every Chil 
that yet remains, which we propoſed and engaget 
to be to that which is taken away, when we pleads; 
with Gop for the Continuance of its Life, at les 
for a little while, that it might be farther aſſ 
in the Preparations for Death and Eternity. | 
ſuch Reſolutions be formed and purſued, the Deal 
of one may be the Means of ſpiritual Life to many 
and we ſhall furely have Reaſon to. ay it is wells 
if it teach us fo uſeful a Leſſon, - << 32th 


woo . . Wye ˙ . -mns wh a, was 
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4. Taz Providence before us may have a ſpeci ſi 
Tendency to improve our Reſignation to thil 


Divine Will, and if it does ſo it will bein A 
_ deed well. R 
THrzRE is ſurely no imaginable Situation of Mind 


ſo ſweet and ſo reaſonable, as that which we fet 
when we humbly refer ourſelves in all Things t 
the divine Diſpoſal, in an intire Suſf enſion of o 
own Will, ſeeing and owning the Hand of Gop 
and bowing before it with a filial Acquieſcence 
This is chiefly to be learn'd from ſuffering, anc 

rhaps there is no Suffering which is fitter to teac 
it than this. In many other Afflictions there f 
ſuch a Mixture of human Pe thay, we 1 
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ready to * wie may be allowed to complain, | 
and to chide a little. 7 mingles itſelf with 
our Grief; and when it does ſo, it warms the Mind, 
tho' with a feveriſh Kind of Heat, and in an unna- 
tural Flow of Spirits, leads the Heart into»a For- 
getfulneſs of Go. But here it is ſo apparently his 
Hand, that we muſt refer it to him, and it will a 
pear bold Impiety to quarrel at what is done. ja 
other Inſtances we can at leaſt flatter ourſelves with 
Hope that the Calamity may be diverted; or the 
Enjoyment recovered, but here alas! there is no 
Hope. Tears will not,“ as “ Sir William Temple 
% finely expreſſes it, water the lovely Plant ſo as 
* to cauſe it to grow again; Sighs will not give 
{ jt new Breath, nor can we furniſh it with Life 
Land Spirits by the Waſte of our on.“ The 
Sentence is finally gone forth, and the laſt fatal | 
Stroke irrecoverably given. Oppoſition. is vain, 
forced Submiſſion. gives but little Reſt to the 
Mind a cordial Acquieſcence in the divine Will 
s the only thing in the whole World that can eaſe 
the labouring Heart, and reſtore. true Serenity. 
Remaming Corruption will work on ſuch an Occa- 
fon, and a painful Struggle will convince the Chri- 
tian how imperfe& his preſent Attainments are: 
And this will probably lead him to an-attentive 
Review of the great Reaſons for Submiſſion ; it 
vill lead him to urge them on his own Soul, and to 
plead them with Gop in Prayer ; till at length the 
storm is laid, and Tyibulatian worketh Patience, and 
ou Patience Experience, and Experience a Hope which 
2 ngteth not aſhamed, while the Love of God is ſo ſhed 
abroad in the Heart, as to humble it- for every 
An preceding Oppoſition, and to bring it even to a 
-aGilrcal Appropation pf all that ſo wiſe and good a 
c friend hath done:  Refigning cx other Intereſt 
> > art 3 and 
adh 
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and Enjoyment to his Diſpoſal, and ſtting cov 
With the ſweet Reſolution (ofthe: Prophet, 75% Ihe 
Fig tree do not bloſſom, and there be 10 Fruit in ie 
Vine, &c. yet. will I rejoice in the Lord, and joy n 
the God of my Salvation.“ And when we are 9 85 
to this, the whole Horizon Clears, and the 8. 
breaketh forth in his Strength. e 

Now I appeal to every e Chriſtian? in br 

Aſſembly, whether there will not be reaſon indetd 
to ſay it is well, if by this painful Affliction he 
more ſenſibly learn the Vanity of the Creature, if 
we are awakened to ſerious Thoughts of our own 
latter End, if by it we be quickned in the Duties df 
Life, and formed to a more intire Reſignatioh of 
Soul, and Acquieſcence in the divine Will.” I ſhall 
only add once more, and is a ers of deli 
tit ec | 
4 Tran pious Parents have Reiten to > hore 

it is well with thoſe. dear Creatures who! are 
taken away in their early Days. © 
| 1 SEE not that the Word of Gop hath any het 
paſſed a damnatory Sentence on any Infants; and 
it has not, Lam ſure we have no Authority to do it; 
eſpecially. confidering with how much' Compaſſion 
the divine Being ſpeaks of them in the Inſtance 0 
the Vinevites, and on ſome other Occaſions. Perhaps, 
as ſome pious Niyines have conjectured, they may 
conſtitute a-veryconſiderable Part of the Number 1 
the. Elect; and as in Adam they all died, may 
Chriſt all bs. made alive. At leaſt methinks'fromſl 
the Covenant which Gop made with Abraham al | 
his Seed, zhe Bleſſings of which are come upon the be- 
lieving Gentiles,” * is Reaſon to hope well con- 
cerning ns Infant e od Ove; (8 1 

car 


4 Hab. iii. 17. 5 han is 44. : © 5 1Cor;av; 846. 
7 Gal. iü. 14. ; ä 


[| 2g 1 
arly devoted, and oſten recommended to: hind 
that 8 Souls will be dau 5 in lhe Bun 


Ir is indeed impoſſible for us to ſay how ſoom 
children may be capable of contracting perſonal 
uilt, They are quickly able to diſtinguiſh in 
bme Degree between Right and Wrong, and 'tis 


orget the Diſtinction. The Corruptions of Na- 
re begin early to work, and ſhew the Need of „ 
ſanctify ing Grace; yet, without a Miracle, it can- 
ot be expected that much of the Chriſtian Scheme - 
| ould be underſtood by theſe little Creatures in 
he firſt dawning of Reaſon, tho! a few evangeli. 
a Phraſes may be taught, and ſometimes by a 
ppy kind of Accident, may be rightly applied- 
Ie tender Heart of a Parent may, perhaps, take 
Hint from hence, to terrify itſelf, and exaſperate 
Pe! its other Sorrows, by that ſad Thought, Whar oo 
are if my dear Child be periſhed for ever? gone 


we could give it, to everlaſting Darkneſs and 
Pain?“ Horrible - Imagination! And Satan 
nay perhaps take the Advantage of theſe gloomy | 
oments to aggravate every little Infirmity. into 
Crime, and to throw us into an Agony which 
o other View of the Affliction can: poſſibly give, 
d a Soul penetrated with a Senſe of Eternity. 
or do I know a Thought in the whole Compali © = 


roduce ſuſpicious Notions of Gop, and a ſecret 
lienation of Heart from him. 
Now for this very Reaſdn avckilalabrd we ſhoutd' - 


ce injure the Divine Being, and torture ourſelves. 
nd re we nay __ NO on fore Reflections * 


. 
Ss * 


9 Rom.'2 xi. 28. 


A * 1 Sam. CPS: 20. . 


ind be loved for their, Parents Sales I 


00 plain that they as quickly in many Inſtances 8 


from our Embraces, and all the little Pleakures'” & 


Nature that hath a more ꝓowerful Tendency oc. 


ard againſt fo. harſh: a Concluſion, leſt we at 
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* as may incourage our Hopes, where ECB, 
are concerned; and tis only of that Caſe that I am 


now ſpeaking. Let us think of the bleſſed Go 


as the great Parent of univerſal Nature, whoſe 
tender Mercies are over all his Works *, who declares 
that Judgment is his ſtrange Work*, who is very 
pitiful, and z of tender Mercy3, eratines and full of 
Compaſſion*, whp delighteth in Mercy *, who watteth 
to be gracious*, and indureth with much Long-ſuf- 
fering, even the Veſſels of Wrath fitted to Deſtru- 


Aion”, He intimately knows our Frame and our 


Circumſtances ; he ſees the Weakneſs of the unform- 
ed Mind, how forcibly the volatile Spirits are ſtruck 
with a thouſand new amuſing Objects around it; 
and born away as a Feather before the Wind; ahd 
on the other hand, how when Diſtempers ſeize | it, 
the feeble Powers are over-horn in a Moment, 
and render'd incapable of any Degree of Applica- 
tion and Attention. And, Lord, wilt thou open 
thine Eyes on ſuch a one to bring i it into ſtrict Fudps 
ment with thee*?? Amidit all the Inſtances of thy 
Patience, and thy Bounty to the moſt abandon'd 
of Mankind, are "his little helpleſs Creatures the 
Objects of thy ſpeedy Vengeance, and final [.. 


verity ? 


Ly us farther conſider, as it is a very « com- 


fortable Thought in theſe Circumſtances, the com- 


poaſſionate Regard which the bleſſed Jeſus expreſſed 
to little Children. He was much diſpleaſed with 
thoſe who forbad their being brought to him; be 


ſaid, Suffer them to come unto me, and forbid them- 


not, for of ſuch is the Kingdom of Heaven. And he 


took them up into his Arms, and laid his Hands upon 


them and bleſſed them. In another Inſtance we are 


we 


1 Pal. cxlv. 9. 1. xxviii. 21. 3 Jam. v. it, 

4 Pal. cxi. 4. 5 Micah vii, 18, © Ifa. xxx. 18. 
e. ix 22. F. 34. #7 Job xiv. 2 
Mark x. 43-16. 
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1s chat het, a lille Cai "wh 8 


been old. 7b come at his 

the Midh of Diſciples. 70, 

as.littl, C 04. hal in no wiſe. enter | 
64% i 4 Wen t; the 

many. little: A are àdn wm it : 
may not that Hope. be. greatly confirmed from 
whatever of an amiable and; regular Diſpoſition 
we have Lo Anas m thoſe. 975 are taken away? 7 It 
we have ſeen f,aTenderneſs of. Coe tence in any thing 
. which the appro ld would di 407 eaſe the great goed 
God, a Love 115 „4 eee. 


vine Morſtip from fore imperf otron 0 ene 
ral Deſign, tag) the Parti 7b it 15 2 — 
undenſtoad; an open, candid, AY Hearts, 6 ;, 

der Senſe of Obligation, and 4. Ds fire accori 
their little Power to repay, 3 50 may; we not a 5 
theſe were ſome, of the / Wt Fruits of the Spiri 
which he would in due Lime haye ripened 1 = 
Chriſtian Graces, and are now on a, ſudden” 25 1 
ſected by that treat 15 Umughty, Agent Who Eel . = 
all, and in all? * 

SUR. Jam, chat this b leffed Spirit bath no in- 
conſider erable \ Work to pe orm on the moſt' & 
bliſhed ( G piſtians, to finiſh, kde to a cot leat 
eetne; tor: the. Heavenly World: Wou to 
Gop there Were no greater | Blemifhes to be obſer- 
ved in their Character, than the little Varities 
of Chilgren!;. With infinite Eaſe then can he per- 
fect what 1 15 lacking i in, their. unfiniſhed Minds, and 
pour out 1 them in a Moment that Light an = 
Grace, Wh hich ſhall, qualify 1 them for a Stare, in 'F 
Compariſ on of. which ous oh Earth | 18 but 23 = 
hood or Infancy. . = 

Now wha at a, joble Sous of Confolatiba l 1s s here! | CE 


* Then 2025 e affeQiouate, , Parent fay it is well, „ 
# ws... 


all theſe Things were very evi nin that 
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er bot bay with me, but n * bind too: ih 
% coj mparably. better thari if my ardent W. 1155 


nportunate Prayers for its Recovery had 
«hee e T is reed well, if Frhar beloved 
*"'Creature be fallen Aleep in Chrit," ik chat dear 


„Lamb be folded' 1 Arms of the oper 51 


0 ſionate Shepherd, and gathered into his g 


e oüs Boſom. Selflove might have led me to 
i wiſh its longer Continuance here, but if T tru 


loved my Child with aTolid rational Affection, 1 


Le alt mcd me e 0 dat 02 5 


© a heavenly Fathers and to the World KS. 

« ed Spirits above. Had it been \ſpatetl to me, 
e how ſlowly could I have tau * it; and in the 
70 full Ripe neſs of its Ap e, W k had it been whe 
&« pores with what it now 5. How is it hot 
re up) on a ſudden, from the Converſe andl the 


| « Toys of Children, to be a Companion with 


40 Saints and Angels inthe Buſineſs and the Bleſſed- 
<< neſs of Heaven! Shall I then complain of i a 
oa a rigorous Severity to my Family, that God 
e hath taken it to the Family above? And what 
« if he hath choſen to'beſtow the Aiſtinguiiſhed 
«_Fayour on that one of my little Flock, who was 
«formed to take the tendereſt Hold of my 
«Heart? Was there Unkindneſs in that? What 
e if he ſaw that the very Sprightlinefs and. Soft- 
* neſs which made it to me ſo exquiſitely delight- 
„ ful, might in Time have betrayed it into Ruin, 
* and took this Method of ſheltering it from Trials 
« which had otherwiſe been too hard for it, and fo 
< fixing a Seal on its Character and Hip inefs? 
«© What "if that ſtrong Attachment of V Heart 
eto it, had been a Snare to the Child, and to 
e me? Or what if it had been other wife? Do.] 


e need. additional Reaſons to juſtify the divine 


<6, Conduct i in an | Infect which 2 2 is 
cele- 
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r Mbit Ads 
nem . on Affliction to have eh 1 
enn x Jopp'd. of, it.i allen new How 


Occaſivn, ent be leaſed, - 
6 Creature be 4 
66 diſpleaſed ? PS; [7s | f1 75 
% Could 1 wiſh: . rigging ae ee 
“ Heaven ſhould be ta Earth Again? 
“ Or would it thank me fer that Wiſh? Would 
< it ſay that it was the Part of a wile Parenty-to 
*« call it down from a Sphere of fuck: exalted Ser: 
«© vices and Pleaſures, to our haun Lats here upon 
+ Eatth? Let me rather be thankful for: 
« « fngHops hace Gow love my Child toq well 
to permit it to return to me, he will ere long 
bring rhe to it. And then that ndeared paternal 
e Affection which would have been a Cord to tie 
e me to Earth, and have added new Pangs ta my 
25 „Removal from it, will be asl golden Chain to 
» i << draw me and'add one farther Charm 
at and Joy even to Paradiſe itſelf.” Anil dh how 
ed great a Joy to view the Change, and to compare 
as that dear Idea ſo fondly laid up: ſo often reviewed 
dy with the now glorious Original, in the Improve- 
at ments of the upper World i To borrow the Werds 
ſt· of the ſacred Writer, in a verydifferent Senſe; I ſaid 
he- I was deſolate and bereaved of Children, and who 
n, © bath brought 1 theſe 2. I was left alone,” — 24 
ak © wobere buue Was this my Deſolation? 
Toll © This my Sorrow? to: patt with 1 ew 
8 ©©-Days,:that I might receive thee: for ever, and fin 
art © thee what thow-nowart?” It is: for nn Lan 
off but that of Heaven to e eee which 
0.1] fuch a Meeting muſt occaſion, ® F 
e ofir Leh T od a BD ot Tm ky 
Howe's Life, 32 fol. S Iſa. xlix, 21, * Philem. v. 15. 
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© tyithe mean tirke, Chriſtiana let 
lively Expectation of it, and let what hab befallen uy 


 fomerimes, beſre wr are aware, fink: to the Grayey 
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N our Thoughts upwards. Perhaps they wil 


and dwell in the Tombs that contain the pont 
Rermiains of what vas önce ſo dear to us. But let 


them take Flight fromcthence to more noble; mom 


delightful Scenes. And I will add, let the Hope 
we have of the Happineſs of our Children render 
Gop q ſtill dearer tò dur Souls. We feel a very 
tender Senſe of the Kindneſs which our Friends ex 
prefſed towards them, and think;: indeed very 
juſtly, chat their affectionate Care for them -lays 
a laſting Obligation upon us. What Love then, and 
what Service do ve owe to thee; oh gracious Father: 
who haſt, we hope, received them imo thine Hloufe 
above, and art now entertaining them there with 
unknown Delight, tho our former Methods of 
Commerce with them he cut off! ? Lord,“ fhould 
each of us ſay in ſuch a Caſe, 1 would ta 
*© what thou art doing to my Child as done tom 
* felf, and as a ꝗSpecimen and Earneſt o ho 
« ſhall ſhortly be done. It is therefore ch. 
Ir only remains that 1 Ea fe 


Hines of IN: ee Sah. 3603 


7 4 

Fg) eber pious Pafents who ho loſt hopefa 
Children, in a maturer Age, Jom write an 
K in ſaying, Tt is well. „ad BIDS 2908 

Mv Friends, the Reaſons hich: 4 ends * 
u rging at large, arr· common to: yëu with us 3 and 
perm me to add, that as your-Caſc has its Pecut 
iar Diſtreſs, it hes," I think, in a yet greater De 
gree, its peculiar: Conſolations too. 


I xXNO you will ſay that it is inexptelibly 9 


vous and painful t6. part with Children ho were 
Ow 155 into moſt * 4 ce who were 
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in a very 5 View. | Muſt y you ——— 
ledge it is well,” that you T ſo many Tears 
of Comfort in them ? that you reaped ſo much ſo- 
lid Satisfaction from them? and ſaw thoſe Eviden- 
ces of a Work of Grace upon their Hearts, which 
give you ſuch abundant pr. to conclude that 
they are now received to that Inheritance of. Glory 
for which they; ware ſo apparentiy made meet? 
Some of them 7x perhaps had already 
Father's —— as fox others, had Gop — 
their Lives, they might have been tranſplanted into 
Families of their own; and if inſtead of being re- 
moved to another Houſe, or Town, or 
they are taken by Gop into another World, 3 is 
— a Matter of ſo great Complaint; that 
World is ſo much better, and you are yourſelves ſo 
near it? 1 22 it to Jour Hearts, Chriſtians, Would 
you rather have choſen to have buried them in their 
. or never to have known the Joys and the 
pes of a Parent, now you know the Viciſſitude 
8 —— and of Diſap pointment.?. But, perhaps 
you will ſay, that you Nied grieve for that Loſs 
which the World has ſuſtained by the Removal of 
thoſe, from whom it might reaſonably have expectec 
ſo much future Service. This is indeed a generous 
and a Chriſtian Sentiment, and there is ſo 
noble in thoſe Tears which flow on ſuch a Conſidera- 


tion. But do not ſo remember your Relation to 
Earth, as ta 25 chat which you bear to Heaven; 


and do not ſo * the * Wiſdom and Good- 


15 ? 
+ a - * W. 


* 
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your. Companions in the =: . — | 


neſs, 


8 Ae. e 7 duck" dere — 
able is it to cenelude; that cheir Spherc'of Sir rs 
as well as Happineſs, is a 8 that thy 
Church above Kath gained iiicotapdrably ride; 
than chat befor can be pod de havs s loſt by thei 

Death. RN. is yu 

On the” ble therefore; r ahr complain. 
ing of the divine Conduct in this Reſpect, ic Vin 
decome yo; my Friends, . 
ful that theſe dear Children —5 ſpared 

to accompany and entertain yon in x pgs State 

of your ſhort urney thro” Life,” to anſwer 10 

many of your Hopes, and to eſtabliſt. fo 

more beyond all Fear of Diſappointment. j 
on all that Goh did in, and upon them, on af l 

was beginning to do by them, and on what 8 

have great Reaſon to believe he is now doing 

them; and adore his Name that he hath left ) 
theſe dear Memorials by which Jour Caſe i t 
happily diſtinguiſmed from ours,” whoſe Hop 
in our Children withered in the very Bad, orf 
theirs who ſaw thoſe which were 'orice fo ded 

them, perifhing, as FT, have Cauſe fo fert 1 

the Paths of. the Deſtroye.. i 

Bor while I fpeak- thus, rethitiks kam ag tha 
ed Teft I ſhould awaken the far more'grieveus Soner 
fows of ſome mournful Parent, whom it will for dt i 

nt 
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fo eaſy to comfort. My Brethren and Friend a 
what ſhall I fay to you, who are lamentitg & 
your Abſaloms, and almoſt wiſhing you had died. fi 
them?” Shall T urge you to ſay it if 49211? Perhapaſec 
you may think-it a great Attatnment,/if like fur mg 
when his Sons did befor the Lord, your can bold you! 
Patt," under the awful Serke My gout f 


7 2 Sam. xviii. 33. 5 Lev. x. 3. 2 


tal. 


boobled zor yo mtWords 4% Aimelli, 
. Teantor u, wharT have bende, 
large on / this melancholy Subject! Veriler me re- 
mind you of his, chat u. do not vertaialy know 
what Almighity Grace flight do for cheſe lamented 
Creatures, even in the ſlateſt Momeits and have 
therefore no Warrant tonfidently to pronounce 
lat they are aſſuredly periſhed,” And if q cannot 
but tremble in che to probable Fear of it, labour 
w turn your Eyes Ron ſo dark a Fröſpect, co 
hoſe better Hopes arhich GOD i before 
jou, For ſurely ye till" have abundant Rea. 
ſn to rejoice in tkat Grace Which ves your . 
wo Lives to you as Prey, and has broughtyou = 
b near to that bleſſed World, Where, hart us it 
z now to conceive it, you will have laid aſide every 
xfoRtion-of Natute, which interferes with the1n- 
ut WP, 5 a your:moſt-chearfyl 
Acquieſec rice in Every =Particulatgof His wile and 
raden Bea 
Dae 2 009qy Aol worm wn. bag gory) Þ: 1inlen, * 
2. Egon whivan barer eben dern nor 
othink of die Loſs of ouf Children with's | 
*Axviſl Dread. t : e e e den 
r i to a- Pare: indeed ſuckt . cutting Stroke; 
E 
ry Mention of ir i And perhapb it would —_ | 
56 ee whom Gon hath denicd;Children m 
. if ee e en e e 
v 4 nts feel in an uncertain: Apprehefiſton ef the Loſs 
f chen 2 an Apprehenſioñ which ſtrilees with 
uliar Fores on the Mind, when Experience hath 
ehe 46 the Anguiſh of ſuch! an ion in for- 
ner er Lala „But e Pen: 
13 $360 eon lal 10 WAs f SIO! Per- 


: Jl 9 In the fixth of my. Sermons to young Perſons-intituled ,7he 
elections mY a en arent n Death Fa wicked Child, 
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Perhaps thin our Children wh o are hitherto { 
may follow us to the Grave: Or, if hege we 


forrow not as thoſe who have no Hepe. We muy 
have Reaſon ſtill to ſay it is well, and Fd. 5 
Grace we may alſo have Hearts to ſay it. Whar- 
ever we loſe, if we be the Children of Gop, weſhall 
never loſe our Heavenly Father. He will till be 
our Support and our Joy. And therefore let in 
turn all. our Anxiety about uncertain future yan 
into a holy Salicitude to pleaſe him, and mige 
mote religious Impreſſions in the Hearts of or 

Offspring; that ib Gop ſhould. ſee fit to- —— = 
away, we may have a Claim to the full Conſqh 
tions which I have been N in 4 pre 
ceding Diſcoueie. been uch er 
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Sorrowgno 
break out into clamorous Complaints, if Gor 
hath brought this heavy Affliction upon 

A STUPID Indifference monk be abſurd ani 
pe Gop and Man might look upon us as att 
2 moſt-unworthy Part, ſhould we be like:th 

0 rich in ibe Milderneſi, apbich bardentth: HBerſe 

againſt her young ones as if they. were not herd, be 

cauſe God hath deprived her of Viſdom, neither — 
he imparted to her Underſtandinc. Let us ſpreg 

like Men, and like Parents, but let us not in d 

mean time; forget that we are Chriſtians. Let u 

remember how common the Calamity is; fewP: 

rents are exempt from it; ſome of the moſt pio 

and — lent have 1 amiable Children, 2 

cumſtances perhaps of peculiar Aggravation. 

a Trial which Gop hath — — Exerciſe g 

ſome who have been eminently dear to him, as 

may learn from a Variety of Inſtances both anti ol 
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$ + endo Act np ny 
. againſt our heavenly Father, thoſe Sins which ſucha 
oY Diſpenſation may properly — evict 

and let that ſilence us, and teach us to own, that 
u ef the Lord's Mercies eue are not conſumeũ, and. 
ei that we are puniſhed leſs than our Iniguities deſerves. 
« Let us look round on our' ſurviving Comforts,” let 
O- 
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us look forward to our future, our eternal Hopes, 
and we ſhall: ſurely ſee that there is ſtill: Room 
for Praiſe, . ſtill a Call for it. Let us review the 
uw Particulars mentioned above, and then let Conſci- 
wlll ence determine whether it doth not become u in 
(dis particular Inſtance to ſay it ſteadily and chear- 
ay too, Even this ir well. And may the Gop 
of all Grace and Comfort apply theſe "Confidera- 
tons to our Mind, that we may. not only own hams 
but feel them, as a reviving Cordial When our 
Heart is overwhelmed within us. In the mean 
Time let me beſeech you Whoſe Tabernacles ure in 
Peace,“ and whoſe Children are yet about you,” that 
you would not be ſevere in oenſuring our Tears, till 
you have experimentally known our Sorrows, and 
yourſelves taſted the Worm wood and the Call, which 
we, with all our e A ene in a —.— wy 
and a bitter Remembrance.” 5 110 


4. Law ei af whoa are a c the Bia bs 
very ſolicitous to improve it dne that i in 
the End it may be indeed well.” 

S Hear, my Brethren, my Friends, . Fellow 
ufferers, hear and ſuffer the Ward of Exhbortation.” 
Met us be much concerned that we may not bear all 

che Smart of ſuch an Affliction, and, through our 
5 un F loſe 0 i enen which Hs <1 
An 11 
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drool oh the Stroke, ſhould: © our Cage 
to attend to the-Defign of it, Let us, now Goy 
is a it us to Mourning and Lamentation, "bs 
ſearching and trying our Ways, ba woe may zun 
again unte the Lords Let us review the Condudt 
of our Lives, and the State and Tenour of our M 
Affections, that we may obſerve what hath bern Ml: 
deficient and what irregular, that proper Reme MW 
dies may be applied, and thoſe important Leſſoꝶ I 
more thoroughly learnt” which IL Was mentioning | 
under the former Branch of my Diſcourſe. ' "Let 
us pray that through our Tears we may read our | 
Duty, and that by the Heat of the Furnace! wel! 
may be ſo melted that our Droſs may be purged 
away, and the divine Image inſtamped on dur 
Souls in brighter and fairer Characters. To 'famM! 
up all in one Word, let us endeavour to ſet out . 
' Hearts more on that Gop who is infinitely bitter 5 
10 us than ten Children,* who hath given us all" 
Name better than that of Sons or of Daughters,® andy? 
can abundantly ſupply the Place of all earthly Fa" 
joyments with the rich Communications of "his 
Grace: Nay perhaps we may add, who hath, rec Ml 
moved Seite Darling of our Hearts, left to Our ing” 
finite Detriment it ſhould fill his Place there, and, 
by alienating us from his Love and Service, have 
a fatal Influence on: Suck r. Peace, and gur fu 
ture Happineſs. | 

ET ERNAIL Glory, my Friends, * is. (6 greit; 
Thing, and the compleat Love and Enj joyme 
of Gop ſo unutterably deſirable, tar it is Wel 
worth our while to bear the ſharpeſt Sorrow by 
which we may be more perfectly formed for 1 
We oy even n congrarulace the Death af; our 7 
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chen, 6 nearer 008 pepe 
and teach us, (inſtend of filling this: Vacanq ii 
Heart wit 3 Vanity, Which may u 
renew QUE. )- to, conſecrata the whole of = 
to. him whe! -alone- deſerves, - and: can alone 
anſwer. the moſt intenſe Aſſectia. Ler un tr 
what, of this kind may be dene. Wo are nom 
going to the Table of the Lord, & to th ven N. 
ble where our Vows have often been ſealed, where _ 
our Comforts have often been refigned, where our 
Jaac's have been conditionally ſacrificed, and where 
we commemorate the real Sacrifice which Gp 
hath made even of his only begotten Son for us. 
May our other, Soxrows. be ſuſpended, while we 
mourn for him whom wwe have pierced, as for an any 
Son, and are in Bitterneſs as for a Firſt-born.* From 
his Blood Conſolations ſpring up, which will flou-' | 
rſh even on the Graves of our dear Children; and 
the Sweetneſs of that Cup which he there gives us, 
will e che moſt Weites 3 of he 


once were, 1 we once PE Ties = 23 75 


his Name, we hold not the Mercies of that Co- 
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been, but he hath made with us an everlaſting. — 8 15 
rant, and theſe are the Tokens of it. Bleſſed be 


renant by ſo precarious a Tenure as the Life of 
avelueny Creature: It is well ordered in all thin nes a 
6 M/ire: May it be all our Salvation, and all our De. 
fre;* and then it is but a little while, and all our 
Complaints will ceaſe. God will wipe away theſe 
tears from our Eyes;* our peaceful and happy 
pirits ally ere 0G meet with "oe of ent: -- 
| 7 "On 5 
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* in — while w 
hrone with everlaſting Hallelujahs, and 
with another Evidence than we can now pe derte 
with another — than we Can now 
was indeed v 
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